Survey on Excavation Methods and Conservation Treatment of
Waterlogged Archaeological Leather Artefacts in Central Europe
The Survey`s Aims and Method
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Implementation and Results
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Fig. 3: It is not possible to anticipate how often and to what
extend find complexes will arrive in the laboratory.
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Fig. 4: It is also not possible to provide conservational
treatment for all finds
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drying. Two-thirds of these apply a pretreatment with a sequestrant. Some institutions report positive experience with airdrying methods or use alternative techniques.
(Fig. 5) It is also significant that many of the
participants hold the opinion that leather
Fig. 1: Waterlogged archaeological leather fragments from
Rammelsberg, Harz, Lower Saxony. ©NLD
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Fig 5: PEG-impregnation was the most common method.
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